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Minority groups such as Koreans can easily get government-
level construction works

(Tue)
06 / 07/2022~

Reporter Nam 38820601

: Kore o Times
(A E“S““ A Virsion. Trans(sted vin GDOS(L Trang fofe
P LA city and county government support program in earnest

» Providing free training on 'Bidder Development CDABP'.. Korean companies also
participated, and success stories were reported.
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An increasing number of small Korean construction companies are participating in govermnent-run

construction by completing the CDABP course. Sam Kim, CEO of Tnno Construction (pictured above),

and Sandra Choi and Jacob Choi, co-representatives of JHOG. [Provided by Inno Construction, JHOG]

CEO Sam Kim, who runs Inno Construction, a Korean construction company;, said, "I now have confidence in winning
orders for government-run projects in LA” This is because CEO Kim participated in free education and support

programs for Koreans and minority construction companies to enhance participation in govemment-run construction.

CEO Kim said, “Thanks to the free education support program for obtaining govemment-funded prajects, we are
expanding our business scope by steadily carrying out government-level projects worth $100,000 annually, although
it is still small. said.

The reality is that winning so-called government-level construction projects ordered by the City and County of Los
Angeles is as difficult as 'picking the stars' for small Korean construction companies. However, there are Korean
construction companies that are challenging the 'star picking in the sky'. These companies are challenging
government-run construction projects through a free education and support program called the Contractors
Development & Bonding Program (CDABP). Among the Korean companies participating in the program, some
Korean companies are creating success stories of entering into government-run construction projects by winning

actual construction orders.

Recently, the number of small Korean construction companies participating in CDABP is increasing. CDABP is a free
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support program for 'Merryweather & Wiliams Insurance
Services' (MWIS), developed and operated in 1997 with support
from the City, County, and Metro of Los Angeles, for small and
small construction companies to expand their entry into

govemnment-run projects.

According to MWIS, the federal government is pursuing a $1.2
trillion infrastructure construction investment plan, which is
expected to expand the market for government-level
construction in each region. To solve this problem, CDABP is
targeting small construction companies run by minorities,

women, people with disabilities, and veterans.

The biggest advantage of CDABP is that it provides free advice on training programs for capacity building based on

one-on-one consulting.

JHOG Design & Constmctidn’, which was jointly established in 2018 by Jacob Choi and his wife Sandra Choi, is a
good example of the benefits of free support. The couple participated in the CDABP to 'catch even the straw' amid
the crisis of business closure due to the COVID-19 crisis. The two co-representatives met with MWIS consultants one-
on-one to provide advice on bidding capacity, bid collateral and financial support, and exchanges with major major

construction companies.

Co-CEQ Jacob Choi said, "Through this program, | have gained confidence in the direction of the business and that it
can be done. Although the 6-7 week course was difficult, we are seizing opportunities through networking along

with information on government-run projects.” .

CEO Sam Kim said, "After completing the CDABP for about 4 weeks, | was able to clearly learn the things to be
checked after writing a bid estimate and after signing the contract. said. Above all, through CDABP, CEO Kim said that
it is a great harvest that he secured professional-level competence by adding education and support programs to his

past experiences.

It is agreed that what these Korean companies want is for more Koreans to participate in this program. Sandra Choi,
co-CEQ of JHOG, said, “l was afraid to participate in government-run construction, but now | think that | can increase

the size of the company through this. said
Reporter Nam Sang -wook
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