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Aid Small Business Los Angeles Design Contractor Program Provides
Guarantee Assistance, Financing, Training

[Los Angeles News] 2022-05-29 02:13

and the Metropolitan Metro, was recently established as the Contractor Development and Bonding

Program (CDABP) to provide underrepresented small businesses and contractors. Provides guarantee
assistance, contract financing, technical support, education, training and other services to help them
bid for infrastructure development and other public works projects.

Los Angeles County added a regional CDABP and created a CDABP website, expanded outreach and
support services, helped contractors secure government - funded infrastructure projects, and shared the

$1.2 trillion federal infrastructure investment plan signed late last year.

Ingrid Merriwether, CEO of the CDABP program, managed by Merriwether & Williams Insurance Services
(MWIS), said, “Los Angeles is a diverse region with many creative business owners who need to unlock
their potential and optimize competition to To enable regional contracting funding to have the greatest
impact on local economies. We need to help create greater equity in regional public contracting by
removing barriers common to small and diverse groups getting public contracts.”

https://www.worldjournal.com/wj/story/121359/6348781
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He praised Los Angeles area officials for their commitment and support of the CDABP program, "CDABP
is a win-win for government agencies and the public, helping more small and diverse companies bid on
public works projects, and government agencies create an expanded competitive pool of companies that
can Generate more creativity and innovation, reduce contract costs, and save taxpayers a lot of money.”

Public works projects come in a wide variety of sizes. (CDABP)

Guarantees and securing contract funding are major barriers to small business and minority contractors
bidding and successfully securing public works projects, and CDABP can help small and diverse
businesses secure secured bonds through collateral guarantees ( securing bonds), making them eligible
to bid and obtain contracts. In addition, by increasing access to contract funding, the burden of cash
flow gaps that exist between the initial cost of doing business and the subsequent receipt of progress
payments, which can be as long as 60 days or more, can be alleviated.

In addition, CDABP provides a variety of business-related technical assistance, training, project support,
networking and matchmaking, and other contractor support services. Assisted businesses, including
disadvantaged, minority, small, female, and disabled veteran-owned business categories (i.e. DBE, MBE,
SBE, WBE, and DVBE), all regional CDABP services are provided free of charge to participants, providing
them with A more level playing field.
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CDABP helps small minority businesses compete for public works projects. (CDABP)

Birdi & Associates, Inc., a project management, electronic security systems and software development
firm, joined the CDABP program with multi-million dollar contracts from Los Angeles World Airport. The
company's owner, Moninder Birdi, said the CDABP program helped it bid and successfully landed

projects it had previously been unable to compete for. He is pleased with the regional plan, which will
benefit many small businesses, taxpayers and the Los Angeles area.

The Los Angeles government established the CDABP program to increase business opportunities for
small, minority and female contractors in the region and to encourage small and diverse businesses to
participate in the new Los Angeles area contractor development and sponsorship program. For more

information, visit the regional CDABP website at www.LAConDev.com, email: MWISInfo@imwis.com , or
call 213-258-3000.
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