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Radio Bilingue, a Spanish language radio station, interviewed Mario Cordero, the executive director of the Port of Long Beach (POLB), on its Linea Abierta interview show.  The POLB is part of the Equity in Infrastructure Project (EIP), where Ingrid Merriwether, the CEO of Merriwether & Williams Insurance Services (MWIS), serves on the Advisory Council.  MWIS pitched this interview to Radio Bilingue and arranged for Mr. Cordero to be interviewed.  Mr. Cordero was interviewed 40 minutes into the 60-minute show, so he talked for the last 20 minutes or so.  Below is a link to a recording of the show.  

http://radiobilingue.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/la_230330_2.mp3


A Summary of the Interview in English

At the Port of Long Beach, there are lots of opportunities in construction related to President Biden’s infrastructure bill signed last year.  But for minority and woman owned construction contractors, it is difficult for them to take advantage of these opportunities.

Mario Cordero was asked how he got started in the industry, and he mentioned that he was a licensed contractor in 2003 and was asked to participate on a task force under the Obama administration to see how minority owned construction companies can get more involved.  Shortly thereafter, he was appointed to serve as a commissioner on the board of the Port of Long Beach.

Mr. Cordero mentioned that information, education, and training are all very important for minority owned contractors to learn how to get more involved with these opportunities.  He said that at the Port of Long Beach, they have a process to enable these companies to obtain all of this.  Mr. Cordero also mentioned that networking and the contacts one makes in the industry can help one get more access to opportunities.  President Biden realized that the percentage of minority owned construction contractors was low, and this became very important to him.  Mr. Cordero said that because of the infrastructure bill, there are millions of dollars out there, and companies need to get in on their “piece of the pie.” 

Another important factor is to know the process of how to gain access to these opportunities. He mentioned the value of being involved in their communities, joining the local chamber of commerce, etc., to gain more knowledge about what opportunities are available.  The radio host asked him what programs are available.  Mr. Cordero said that outreach programs are available to get to know more about solicitations, opportunities, etc. 


The above translated summary was done by Rick Casillas, Jr., of Merriwether & Williams Insurance Services.

2

image1.png
[ Notifications | Linkedin x \ G Google X @ Linea Abierta | Radio Bilingue x G Google x \ + v - X

& > C A Notsecure | radiobilingue.org/rb-programas/linea-abierta-2/ e x* *»00O :
Favorites  [ff] Feed|Linkedin G Google Other bookmarks
home | contactanos | medios | documentos puUblicos | recursos | archivos | View Site in English O 0 =

“& radio bilingiie

Red Nacional de Radio Publica Latina

| Quiénes Somos | Programas | Noticias | Contribuye

Linea Abierta

Linea Abierta es el primer—y Unico— programa diario de dialogos y comentarios que conecta audiencias
de habla hispana en todo Estados Unidos y México. Cada dia de entre semana, Linea Abierta, ofrece
una hora de noticias, analisis, reportajes, entrevistas y mesas redondas en espafiol, series especiales y
programas de llamadas, sobre temas como la salud, la politica, el medio ambiente, la educacion, las
artes y la cultura, relaciones entre razas, derechos de los inmigrantes y mas. Expertos latinos y
miembros de la audiencia intercambian puntos de vista e informacién relevante, en un dialogo moderado
por nuestros experimentados conductores. Radio Bilinglie lanzé Linea Abierta en febrero de 1995 para
llenar la falta de programacion inteligente y profunda en espariol que tratara asuntos de la comunidad
latina en los medios publicos y comerciales. Y hasta la fecha no tiene par, siendo usada por 75
estaciones por todo el pais. Esta a la disposicion de las estaciones, sin costo alguno, por medio del
satélite, el ContentDepot y radiobilingue.org.
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